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THE MERRY WIDOW
ACT1 « The Pontevedrian Embassy in Paris at the turn of the 19" century

A diplomatic reception is in progress,
hosted by ambassador Baron Zeta, to
celebrate the birthday of the ruler of
Pontevedro; but other matters are
occupying the minds of most of the guests.
Baron Zeta has a problem: Madame Anna
Glawari, once a poor country girl, now a
rich widow worth 20 million francs.
Should Madame Glawari
marry a foreigner, their little 2
country will be left bankrupt.
A Pontevedrian must marry
her, besting the legions of &
foreign suitors.

The likeliest candidate is the
dashing Count Danilo
Danilovitch, the embassy’s
first secretary, a former lover
of Anna’s who would have
married her had his aristocratic
family not objected to a commoner but
He is now a confirmed bachelor
preferring the company of the grisettes at
Maxim’s,

The main, though unwilling,
contender on the French side is Camille

de Rosillon, who is madly in love with
Baron Mirko Zeta’s French wife,
Valencienne. He writes his declaration
of his love on her fan, but Valencienne,
while returning his love, chooses to
remain faithful to her husband. She
4 decides to push him
=\ .
# towards marriage
with another.

Anna and Danilo
arrive at the reception
separately, but soon
encounter one another.
Although unwilling to
admit it, they are still
in love; but when
Anna accuses Danilo
of being interested in
her now only because
she is rich, he swears he
will never say the words “I
love you.” They part with a
declaration of war. The Baron
tries to persuade Danilo that it is
his patriotic duty to marry Anna. Danilo
at least agrees to see to it that she doesn’t
marry any of the foreigners.

ACT I « The garden of Anna’s house in Paris

Anna has invited all the Parisian elite
to a national party at her mansion the
following day; she opens the entertainment
by singing the lovely song Vifia. Danilo
arrives later, a reluctant guest, but still
intent on keeping Anna’s foreign suitors
at bay. He succeeds in blackmailing St
Brioche and Cascada into withdrawing -
by threatening to reveal their affairs with
embassy wives - but is unsure of the
position of Camille.

Valencienne and Camille retire to a
pavilion for a last farewell. Baron Zeta and
Danilo discover the rendezvous, but not

before Anna manages to take
Valencienne’s place and be found in the
compromising situation. Anna declares
that she is going to marry Camille - to the
consternation of all, including the
prospective bridegroom and a jealous
Danilo.

In the garden, later that night, following
a lively can-can led by Valencienne, Anna
finds herself alone with Danilo. He forbids
her to marry Camille, and she tells a
delighted Danilo the truth of the pavilion
rendezvous. Now there is no obstacle
between them - except her fortune and
Danilo’s pride.
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Grand Salon of the Pontevedrian Embassy in Paris
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The Garden of Anna Glawari®s Mansion in Paris
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